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Outrageous 35 year sentence for sharing TRUTH
Pardon, clemency, and appeals efforts underway

By US Army Pvt. Manning.  August 21, 2013
The decisions that I made in 

2010 were made out of a concern for 
my country and the world that we live 
in.  Since the tragic events of 9/11, our 
country has been at war.  We’ve been at 
war with an enemy that chooses not to 
meet us on any traditional battlefi eld, and 
due to this fact we’ve had to alter our 
methods of combating the risks posed to 
us and our way of life.

I initially agreed with these methods 
and chose to volunteer to help defend 
my country.  It was not until I was in Iraq 
and reading secret military reports on a 
daily basis that I started to question the 
morality of what we were doing.  It was at 
this time I realized that in our efforts to 
meet the risk posed to us by the enemy, 
we have forgotten our humanity.  We 
consciously elected to devalue human life 
both in Iraq and Afghanistan.  When we 
engaged those that we perceived were 
the enemy,  we sometimes killed innocent 

civilians.  Whenever we killed innocent 
civilians, instead of accepting responsibility 
for our conduct, we elected to hide 
behind the veil of national security and 
classifi ed information in order to avoid 
any public accountability.

In our zeal to kill the enemy, 
we internally debated the defi nition 
of torture.  We held individuals at 
Guantanamo for years without due 
process.  We inexplicably turned a blind 
eye to torture and executions by the 
Iraqi government.  And we stomached 
countless other acts in the name of our 
war on terror.

Patriotism is often the cry extolled 
when morally questionable acts are 
advocated by those in power.  When these 

Pvt. Manning’s letter to President Obama
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Top: 1,000 march on Ft. Meade, MD to protest 
Pvt. Manning’s court martial start, 6/1/13, photo 
Jenna Pope.  Right: 1,500 march in SF Pride Parade 
for Pvt. Manning, awarded best overall contingent, 
6/30/13, photo Jeff Paterson.

By the Private Manning Support Network. 
September 23, 2013

On August 21, 2013, 25-year-old US 
Army intelligence analyst Private Chelsea 
(formerly Bradley) Manning was sentenced 
to 35 years in prison for sharing classifi ed 
documents with the public.  These 
documents are the “Collateral Murder” 
video, the Iraq and Afghanistan War Logs, 
and embarrassing US Diplomatic Cables.  
Together, they show a pattern of lacking 
accountability during the War on Terror, 
in which civilian deaths go unaccounted 
for, detainee torture is commonplace and 
corporations wield enormous infl uence 
on US foreign policy.

While acquitted of “Aiding the 
Enemy,” Pvt. Manning was convicted 
under the Espionage Act.  Written 
during WWI to persecute pacifi sts, 
this law has been condemned by many 
legal experts as unconstitutional since.  
Manning’s sentence is wholly unjustifi ed 
considering her conscientious desire to 
show Americans the truth about our 
government’s wars, no evidence of this 
information being used to harm the 
United States, and three years of pretrial 
imprisonment which included a year in 
conditions called “inhuman and degrading” 
by the UN Rapporteur on Torture.

We have already fi led an application 
for a Presidential Pardon on Pvt. Manning’s 
behalf, and are currently preparing a 
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On August 21, 2013, whistle-blower 
and democracy advocate Pvt. Manning was 
sentenced to 35 years in military prison, 
followed by a “Dishonorable Discharge,” by 
military judge Col. Denise Lind.  

Daniel Ellsberg (whistle-blower)
“Manning does not deserve prison time.  He 

is one more casualty of a horrible, wrongful war.”
  

American Civil Liberties Union
“This is a sad day for Bradley Manning, 

but it’s also a sad day for all Americans who 
depend on brave whistleblowers and a free 
press for a fully informed public debate.” 

Lady Gaga (musician)
“The news of Bradley Manning’s 

sentencing is devastating. If our own can’t 
speak up about injustice who will? How will we 
ever move forward?”  

John Cusack (actor)
“Let’s hope this man’s courage and 

dignity and patriotism is contagious.”

Michael Moore (fi lmmaker)
 “Bradley Manning’s sentence today 

wasn’t about him. The government doesn’t care 
about him at all.  Manning’s sentence today was 
aimed at thousands of soldiers & government 
workers who know about terrible crimes & 
are wondering what to do.”  

Amnesty International Senior Director 
of International Law and Policy Widney 
Brown

“Bradley Manning should be shown 
clemency in recognition of his motives for 
acting as he did, the treatment he endured 
in his early pre-trial detention, and the 
due process shortcomings during his trial. 
The President doesn’t need to wait for this 
sentence to be appealed to commute it; he can 
and should do so right now.”

Moby (musician)
“Bradley Manning is still my hero.”

The New York Times Editorial Board
“35 years is far too long a sentence by any 

standard.  In more than two weeks of hearings, 
government lawyers presented vague and largely 
speculative claims that Pvt. Manning’s leaks had 
endangered lives and ‘chilled’ diplomatic relations.  
On the other hand, much of what Pvt. Manning 
released was of public value.”  

Human Rights Watch general counsel 
Dinah PoKempner

“The aggressive prosecution and harsh 
sentencing of Manning not only contrasts 
sharply with the total impunity of former 
senior US offi cials for torture and related 
abuses, but also far exceeds the sentences 
most democratic countries impose for public 
leaks of sensitive information.”

Center for Constitutional Rights
“It is a travesty of justice that Manning, 

who helped bring to light the criminality of U.S. 
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, is being punished 
while the alleged perpetrators of the crimes 
[s]he exposed are not even investigated.”  

Ron Paul (political fi gure) 
“I think he should be released now, that 

he has done us a great service by letting the 
people know the truth. [He’s] a whistleblower.”

Ralph Nader (political fi gure) 
“Clemency is the next call for Bradley 

Manning by his legions of supporters from all 
political backgrounds. He has suffered enough.” 

The Guardian (UK newspaper)
“Should President Obama Pardon 

Bradley Manning? 88% of [our] readers say yes.” 

Patton Oswalt (comedian)
“Bradley Manning got 35 YEARS and 

Rumsfeld/Cheney still walk free…oh wait, it’s 
Opposite Day.  My bad.”     

Vijay Prashad (historian and journalist)
“In terms of international law, Manning 

should be celebrated as a hero.”

Noam Chomsky (philosopher)
“There’s a famous statement that military 

justice is to justice as military music is to music.  
Manning should be praised for letting citizens 
know what their government is doing in secret.” 

Huffi ngton Post Politics
“Manning uncovered torture, abuse, 

soldiers laughing as they killed innocent 
civilians. Now he’s headed to prison.” 

Cornel West (academic and author)
 “I just think it’s a sad day when a 

fellow citizen reveals lies and crimes of the 
US government and he’s the one who ends up 
being treated like a criminal.  And so for me, 
just one day’s too much for him, and I’m just 
here to be with him, stand in solidarity with 
him.  We gotta keep fi ghting.” 

Reactions to Pvt. Manning’s unjust sentence

Supporters gather at the Ft. Meade, MD Main Gate during the trial’s sentencing arguments, 8/14/13.

clemency petition that will be submitted 
to Maj. Gen. Buchanan in late November.  
Gen. Buchanan, as the trial Convening 
Authority,  also has the ability to reduce 
the sentence.  Next year, we’ll be hiring a 
new attorney to represent Pvt. Manning 
before the military appeals courts.  Judge 
Col. Lind fostered multiple violations of 
Pvt. Manning’s due process rights, and 
these will be front and center during 
the appeals process going forward.  Pvt. 
Manning will be eligable for parole in 
approximately seven years.  

Additionally, our campaign will also 
advocate for Pvt. Manning’s health care 
needs in military confi nement, including 
the hormone therapy she has requested.

Outrageous 35 year sentence 
for sharing truth cont.

“I am Bradley Manning” video 
features Oliver Stone, Maggie 
Gyllenhall, Moby,  Tom Morello, 
Russell Brand, and Alice Walker.



May 27, 2010:  Army intelligence analyst 
PFC Bradley E Manning detained in Iraq.
July 7, 2010:  Bradley Manning Support 
Network formed in order to fund 
Manning’s legal expenses and grassroots 
education.  Our pledge:  To fund the legal 
team of Manning’s choosing (which we 
accomplished).
September 16, 2010:  First signifi cant 
community fundraising event for Manning 
takes place in Oakland, CA featuring 
Pentagon Papers whistle-blower Daniel 
Ellsberg; live-streamed with assistance 
from fi lmmaker Michael Moore.  Similar 
events took place in 16 cities. 
February 6, 2011:  Dozens of 
communities worldwide stage events. 

March 19, 2011:  Over 2,000 march on 
The White House to oppose the Iraq and 
Afghan Wars, and specifi cally to support 
Manning, organized by Veterans for Peace. 
120 were arrested for civil disobedience.
March 20, 2011:  Five hundred march on 
the Quantico Marine Base,  VA.  20 were 
arrested engaging in civil disobedience 
to call attention to Manning’s illegal and 
brutal pre-trial conditions there.
April 15, 2011:  Over 500,000 individuals 
sign Avaaz.org hosted petition to end 
Manning’s brutal conditions.
April 20, 2011:  Military transfers 
Manning to humane conditions at Ft 
Leavenworth in response to outcry.
April 21, 2011:  President Obama 
declares Manning “broke the law” after 
campaign donors encourage him to end 
prosecution during SF, CA fundraiser.
June 4, 2011:  400 supporters march 
on Ft. Leavenworth, KS shortly after 
Manning’s transfer there.
December 16, 2011:  400 supporters 
march of Ft Meade, MD for the beginning 
of Manning’s pre-trial Article 32 hearing.
January 5, 2012:  Billboard supporting 
Manning rented in Washington, DC.
August 15, 2012:  Manning supporters 
“occupy” Obama campaign offi ces in 
Oakland, CA and Portland, OR.
October 11, 2012:  Graham Nash stages 
fundraising event in Santa Monica, CA.
February 23, 2013:  Over 70 
communities held events to protest 
Manning’s 1,000th day in confi nement.

Support Network timeline of action

Joint statement from Pvt. Manning’s family.  
August 21, 2013

We are saddened and disappointed 
in today’s sentence.  We continue to 
believe that Brad’s intentions were good, 
and that he believed he was acting in the 
best interests of his country.

We would again like to thank his 
extraordinary defense team for their 
tireless efforts on his behalf, and of course 
we want to thank Courage to Resist and 
the Bradley Manning Support Network 
and the thousands of supporters around 
the world who have stood with Brad 
throughout this ordeal.   Their support has 
allowed a young Army private to defend 
himself against the full might of not only 
the US Army but also the US Government.

Please know that his fi ght is not over.

From Pvt. Manning’s family 
Welsh Aunt Sharon Staples recently 
shared with the Daily Mail:

If anyone was going to get 
themselves arrested for leaking hundreds 
of thousands of secret documents and 
end up in jail for it, it was going to be our 
Bradley… He was very intense about 
everything and seemed to have a much 
stronger sense of injustice, of what is right 
and wrong, than most people... 

I asked him if he wanted me to send 
him anything [to the prison] and he said, 
“Everything I want is in here and here.’’ As 
he said the word “here’’, he pointed to his 
head, then his heart...

One day, maybe even America will 
recognize that he did the right thing.  He 
felt compelled to let the world see what 
he had seen.

Mother Susan Manning added: 
Never give up hope, son. I know I 

may never see you again but I know you 
will be free one day.  I pray it is soon. I 
love you, Bradley and I always will.

8-year-old Bradley with mother Susan (left) and 
aunt Sharon (middle)

April 13, 2013:  Ads purchased 
throughout the DC Metro subway system.
June 1, 2013:  More than 1,000 march on 
Fort Meade, MD on the eve of Manning’s 
court martial; Over 40 communities 
worldwide hold solidarity events.
June 30, 2013:  More than 1,500 people 
march for Manning in the SF Pride Parade, 
one of the largest contingents in the 
parade’s history.  A half dozen other 
Manning Pride contingents worldwide 
July 23, 2013:  Two dozen celebrities 
collaborate to produce the “I am Bradley 
Manning” video, including Oliver Stone, 
Maggie Gyllenhall, and Russell Brand.
July 25, 2013:  Full-page “We are Bradley 
Manning” ad published in The NY Times.
July 26, 2013:  Supporters march on Fort 
McNair to petition Convening Authority 
Major General Jeffrey Buchanan to release 
Manning.
August 20, 2013:  Surpassed 100,000 
followers on Facebook.
August 21, 2013:  Manning sentenced to 
35 years confi nement.  Presidential pardon 
campaign launched in collaboration 
with Amnesty International, in addition 
to a clemency bid from court martial 
Convening Authority Maj. Gen. Jeffrey 
Buchanan. 
August 22, 2013:  Pvt. Chelsea Manning 
shares new name and female gender 
preference, Bradley Manning Support 
Network changes name.
September 4, 2013:  Presidential Pardon 
package submitted on Manning’s behalf.

Write Pvt. Manning!

Pvt. Bradley E Manning
89289
1300 N  Warehouse Rd
Ft Leavenworth KS 66027

Pvt. Manning is currently eligible to 
receive mail from anyone.  She requests 
that you use her chosen name, “Chelsea”, 
and female pronouns.  However, you must 
use her legal name on the envelope. 

Pvt. Manning cannot receive stamps 
or money in any form.  Photos 
must be on copy paper.   Along with 
“contraband”,“infl ammatory material” is 
not allowed.  Six pages max allowed. 

She can recieve books, but they need 
to be ordered and sent directly to her via 
amazon.com or barnesandnoble.com.



 The next stage of my life
By Pvt. Chelsea (formerly Bradley) 

Manning.  August 22, 2013
I want to thank everybody who 

has supported me over the last three 
years.  Throughout this long ordeal, your 
letters of support and encouragement 
have helped keep me strong.  I am forever 
indebted to those who wrote to me, 
made a donation to my defense fund, or 
came to watch a portion of the trial.  I 
would especially like to thank Courage  
to Resist  and the Bradley Manning 
Support Network for their tireless efforts 
in raising awareness for my case and 
providing for my legal representation.

As I transition  into this next phase 
of my life,  I want everyone to know the 

real me.  I am Chelsea Manning.  I am a 
female.  Given the way that I feel,  and 
have felt since childhood,  I want to begin 
hormone therapy as soon as possible. 
I hope that you will support me in this 
transition.  I also request that,  starting 
today,  you refer to me by my new name 
and use the feminine pronoun (except in 
offi cial mail to the confi nement facility). 
I look forward  to receiving letters from 
supporters and having the opportunity  to 
write back.

Thank you,

CHELSEA E MANNING

Announcing the Private Manning Support!
Additional clarifi cation on 
Pvt. Manning’s name and 
gender preference request

By David Edward Coombs and 
the Private Manning Support Network 
(formerly the Bradley Manning Support 
Network).  August 26, 2013

On Thursday,  August 22, 2013, a 
day following the sentencing verdict for 
the court-martial of United States v. PFC 
Bradley E Manning, Pvt. Manning, who has 
experienced gender dysphoria and gone 
through a process of gender questioning 
and exploration for years, announced 
that she would like to begin to be known 
publicly by the name of Chelsea Elizabeth 
Manning, pursue hormone therapy and be 
referred to with female pronouns.

While Pvt. Manning wants 
supporters to acknowledge and respect 
her gender identity as she proceeds into 
the post-trial state of her life, she also 
expects that the name Bradley Manning 
and the male pronoun will continue to be 
used in certain instances.  These instances 
include any reference to the trial, in legal 
documents, in communication with the 
government, in the current petition to the 
White House calling for clemency, and on 
the envelope of letters written to her by 
supporters.  She also expects that many 
old photos and graphics will remain in use 
for the time being.

In response to Pvt. Manning’s 
announcement, the Bradley Manning 
Support Network is changing its 

name to the Private Manning Support 
Network, and will work on changing 
other frequently used parts of its 
website and materials to incorporate the 
name Chelsea and the female pronoun.  
However, completing this process may 
take some time.

The Support Network has played 
an important role in organizing public 
support for Pvt. Manning since her arrest, 
and in raising funds to cover 100% of 
her legal fees.  The Support Network will 
continue its political advocacy efforts to 
support Pvt. Manning through this new 
phase of her life by raising money for the 
appeals process, advocating for clemency 
from the Convening Authority and the 
President and supporting Pvt. Manning’s 

right to appropriate medical treatment 
while imprisoned.

Thank you all for supporting our 
efforts over the years.  The fi ght for Pvt. 
Manning’s freedom is far from over, but 
we take hope from the many caring and 
compassionate people who have taken 
time out of their day to write to her, to 
sign petitions, to attend the court-martial 
and to join protests and other actions 
around the world.  We hope you will help 
us continue this important work to bring 
truth and transparency to the forefront of 
America’s conscious.  And we hope you 
will continue to support Pvt. Manning, a 
humanist who we have already learned a 
great deal from, and who we believe still 
has much to offer this world.

This photo is Pvt. Chelsea Manning’s favorite 
image of herself.  New images are not expected to 
become available anytime soon.

cries of patriotism drown out any logically 
based dissension, it is usually the American 
soldier that is given the order to carry 
out some ill-conceived mission.

Our nation has had similar dark 
moments for the virtues of democracy— 
the Trail of Tears, the Dred Scott decision, 
McCarthyism, and the Japanese-American 
internment camps—to mention a few.  I 
am confi dent that many of the actions 
since 9/11 will one day be viewed in a 
similar light.

As the late Howard Zinn once said, 
“There is not a fl ag large enough to cover 
the shame of killing innocent people.”

Pvt. Manning’s letter to President Obama Cont.

I understand that my actions 
violated the law; I regret if my actions 
hurt anyone or harmed the United States.  
It was never my intent to hurt anyone.  
I only wanted to help people.  When I 
chose to disclose classifi ed information, I 
did so out of a love for my country and a 
sense of duty to others.

If you deny my request for a 
pardon,  I will serve my time knowing 
that sometimes you have to pay a heavy 
price to live in a free society.  I will gladly 
pay that price if it means we could have a 
country that is truly conceived in liberty 
and dedicated to the proposition that all 
women and men are created equal.


